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This book is an illustrated version of the
original Sylvias Lovers by Elizabeth
Gaskell. Sylvia Robson was an only child,
and was much made of in more peoples
estimation than Marys by her elderly
parents. They had each purchases to make
after their sales were effected, as sales of
butter and eggs were effected in those days
by the market-women sitting on the steps
of the great old mutilated cross till a certain
hour in the afternoon, after which, if all
their goods were not disposed of, they took
them unwillingly to the shops and sold
them at a lower price. But good
housewives did not despise coming
themselves to the Butter Cross, and,
smelling and depreciating the articles they
wanted, kept up a perpetual struggle of
words, trying, often in vain, to beat down
prices.
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