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*This Book is annotated (it contains a
detailed biography of the author). *An
active Table of Contents has been added by
the publisher for a better customer
experience. *This book has been checked
and corrected for spelling errors.
AMONG THOSE who attended the first of
the Kings levees, during the London season
of 18 was an unmarried gentleman of large
fortune, named Streatfield. While his
carriage was proceeding slowly down St.
Jamess Street, he naturally sought such
amusement and occupation as he could find
in looking on the brilliant scene around
him. The day was unusually fine; crowds
of spectators thronged the street and the
balconies of the houses on either side of it,
all gazing at the different equipages with as
eager a curiosity and interest, as if fine
vehicles and fine people inside them were
the rarest objects of contemplation in the
whole metropolis. Proceeding at a slower
and slower pace, Mr Streatfields carriage
had just arrived at the middle of the street,
when a longer stoppage than usual
occurred. He looked carelessly up at the
nearest balcony; and there, among some
eight or ten ladies, all strangers to him, he
saw one face that riveted his attention
immediately.
He had never beheld
anything so beautiful,anything which
struck him with such strange, mingled, and
sudden sensations, as this face. He gazed
and gazed on it, hardly knowing where he
was, or what he was doing, until the line of
vehicles began again to move on. Then
after first ascertaining the number of the
house he flung himself back in the
carriage, and tried to examine his feelings,
to reason himself into self-possession; but
it was all in vain. He was seized with that
amiable form of social monomania, called
love at first sight.
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