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Kudrun is a German epic poem extant in
only one manuscript, the Ambraser
Handschrift of the early sixteenth century.
It is thought, however, to have been
composed within the decade 1230-40, and
is thus contemporaneous with other epics
of the classical age of Middle High
German literature, such as the
Nibelungenlied, Parzival and Tristan.
Scholars have done Kudrun a disservice,
however, by presenting it as a conscious
imitator and rival of the Nibelungenlied. In
this 1978 book, Dr Campbell sets the
record straight and secures proper
recognition for Kudrun. Regarding the epic
as a unity, he pays particular attention to
the language of the text, and past
emendations. He also examines the degree
to which characters in Kudrun impress as
individual creations. Dr Campbells
conclusion is that the Kudrun poet had a
keen understanding of human nature which
enabled him to present his characters with
impressive accuracy, consistency and
vitality.
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